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THE FINANCE LADY
~ Problem Solver ~

Laure Feld, President

American Mortgage Lending, Inc
309-688-LOAN

FINANCELADY.NET
Get your free report: “10 Mistakes
to Avoid When Financing a Home”

10 Habits to Develop
for Financial Stability

and Success

Just like any goal, getting your fi-
nances stable and becoming financially

successful requires the development of
good financial habits. These steps are
the basic difference between the
“have’s and the have nots”. Ever won-
der why your cousin Bill can afford a
second home in Florida? Little things,
seemingly unimportant, are life chang-
ing!

Pay bills immediately, or automag-
ically. One good habit is to pay bills as
soon as they come in. Also, as much as
possible, try to get your bills to be paid
through automatic deduction. For those
that can’t, use your bank’s online check
system to make regular automatic pay-
ments. This way, all of your regular ex-
penses in your budget are taken care of.

Make savings automagical. This
should be your top priority, especially if
you don’t have a solid emergency fund
yet. Make it the first bill you pay each
payday, by having a set amount auto-
matically transferred from your check-
ing account to your savings (try an on-
line savings account). Don’t even think
about this transaction — just make sure
it happens, each and every payday.

Control your impulse spending.
The biggest problem for many of us.
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ABR, GRI, SRES
Multi-Million Dollar Producer

(309) 689-5300 ~ office

ect to first right of refusal-LWW. Taxes on lot only. Listing: 1086585

Crew Lane * Sparland  $120,000

4| Wonderfully wooded land abundant with all kinds of wildlife-
perfect for a hunter or nature lover! Build your dream home
on 16.08 acres and have a breathtaking view of the river! No
other bluff, river view property from here to Hopewell Estates!
Come, get away from it alll Taxes reflect nearly 50 acres and
o a house. Property is being taken from larger parcel and will
& be assigned a new tax ID number. Listing agent or owner
MUST BE PRESENT for showings! Listing: 1080535
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Lake Wildwood

400 Sunnyslope ¢ Varna ¢ $244,900

Beautiful 3 bedroom 3 bath home - only 1
year old! 9' ceiling on main floor and basement.
Open floor plan with gorgeous fully applianced
kitchen. Split bedroom design. Basement dry-
walled for rec room, family room, 4th bedroom,
2nd kitchen, bath and storage. Double lot. All

REMBX unlimited

3622 N. Knoxville, Peoria, IL
(309) 264-5068 ~ mobile
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Bill Severns

430 Siate Street = Pekin, IL 61554

Cell: (309) 267-5652

Bus: (309) 345-5582 « Res: (309) 346-9311

Please call with any real estate questions or concerns!

Impulse spending, on eating out and
shopping and online purchases, is a big
drain on our finances, the biggest budg-
et breaker for many, and a sure way to
be in dire financial straits.

Evaluate your expenses, and live
frugally. I KNOW, you work hard, and
you “deserve” that $5.00 cup of coffee
every morning. Stop and do the math.
I know it may sound silly at first, but
things like your $5.00 coffee could be
stopping you from future financial free-
dom! If you’ve never tracked your ex-
penses. Challenge yourself to write
down every penny you spend. Then
evaluate how you’re spending your
money, and see what you can cut out or
reduce. Decide if each expense is ab-
solutely necessary, then eliminate the
unnecessary.

Invest in your future. If you're
young, you probably don’t think about
retirement much. But it’s important.
Even if you think you can always plan

LAWRENCE CO. IL
50 ACRES * ALL TIMBER
CABIN ¢ SECLUDED
SURROUNDED BY HUNDREDS
OF ACRES OF HABITAT...
BIG DEER, TURKEY, SQUIRREL & COON
HARVESTED EVERY YEAR!

BEST OFFER! 812-887-2630

for retirement later, do it now. The
growth of your investments over time
will be amazing if you start in your 20s.
Start by increasing your 401(k) to the
maximum of your company’s match, if
that’s available to you. After that, the
best bet is probably a Roth IRA. Do a
little research, but whatever you do,
start now!

Keep your family secure. The first
step is to save for an emergency fund, so
that if anything happens, you’ve got the
money. If you have a spouse and/or de-
pendents, you should definitely get life
insurance and make a will — as soon as
possible! Also research other insurance,
such as homeowner’s or renter’s insur-
ance.

Eliminate and avoid debt. If you’ve
got credit cards, personal loans, or other
such debt, you need to start a debt elim-
ination plan. List out your debts and
arrange them in order from smallest bal-

Cont’d. on next pg.
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